An update from the Mayor
Despite the continuing impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, I hope everyone is playing
it safe AND having a great summer. Wearing a mask and social distancing may be
inconvenient but it does help to stop the spread. For me, it’s almost turning into a
routine – brush teeth, comb hair, put on mask! And restaurants are doing a good job
with outdoor seating, distancing between tables and employees wearing masks. No
one really knows how long we’ll be dealing with this serious situation, but I have faith
that we will get through this and eventually return to our “normal” lives. Following
the guidelines will hopefully avoid falling back to Phase 3. Hang in there!
A few important matters have come up recently that I wanted our residents to be
informed about. First is the exciting – and long-awaited – news on the resolution of
the 103rd and Harlem Avenue situation. Crown Enterprises, which owns the former Yellow Freight property, has agreed to
dismiss their disconnection lawsuit with the Village. They have also agreed to sell the land along Harlem, which currently
has the awful eyesore of an unused, dilapidated truck dock, to an experienced local commercial developer. Crown is now
doing asbestos removal at the structure prior to its demolition.
For its part, the Village has agreed to rezone the land along 294 back to industrial to allow for the construction of a modern
truck/warehouse distribution style development. After listening to the current thinking from experts regarding the best
uses for that land, the Board of Trustees and I agreed that it was in the best interest of our taxpaying residents to return
the property to a developed state in order to secure the higher property taxes that will benefit the Village, School Districts,
Park and Library Districts.
If you haven’t heard, we are also very excited that Dick’s Sporting Goods will be coming to the Chicago Ridge Mall. After
an extensive remodeling, they will be moving into the first floor of the Carson’s space. Look for an opening in summer/
fall of 2021. Mall ownership is looking for a second tenant to fill the second floor.
Residents also need to know that in the current climate of protests and social tension, we will continue to do what is
necessary to protect our community, and especially our businesses. The Trustees and I are of one mind when it comes
to securing the safety of our residents, as well as non-residents who want to visit our Mall and Commons, eat at our
restaurants and shop in all of our businesses. Defunding the Police Department will not happen in Chicago Ridge. As
a matter of fact, we have just purchased an Emergency Command Vehicle which will significantly strengthen our Police,
Fire and Emergency communications and increase security in our community. Seventy-five percent of the cost was picked
up by non-tax dollars, and we are applying for grants to fund the remaining cost.
Speaking of grants, most State and Federal funding is given out to municipalities based on population. That is why it
is critical that every single citizen of Chicago Ridge gets counted in the 2020 Census. Every resident that does not get
counted means almost $1,500 less in funding, meaning if our population goes down by 500 residents, Chicago Ridge
stands to lose about $750,000 in funding. Responding to the Census takes less than five minutes and you can even do
it online at my2020census.gov. Or call 844-330-2020. All information is confidential and not shared with any other
government agency. So Please - Get Counted!
You may have noticed the Ridgeland Avenue improvement project is finishing up, and the new ornamental sidewalk
lighting from 102nd Place to 107th really looks nice. Near the Metra station, flowers in the new medians, bike racks, and
updated traffic signals have been installed. And to improve safety, pedestrian crossing gates will also be added. We will
also be improving 106th Street from Ridgeland to Washington, Oxford Avenue from 110th to 111th, Monitor Avenue
from 107th Place to 108th Place, Parkside Avenue from 105th to 107th, Major Avenue from 105th to 106th and Oak Park
Avenue from 98th Street to 99th Street. Lots going on!
As we all know, none of these things happen overnight. It takes a team effort - planning, engineering, legal work and
especially a supportive and engaged Board of Trustees. We have that in Ed Kowalski, Lisel Kwartnik, Jack Lind, Bill
McFarland, Roger Meslar and Deb Pyznarski. Thankfully, this Board works hard collaboratively, stays positive and as a
result we get things accomplished.
On a side note, unfortunately, unless things change, and because we are unable to gather in large groups, my Annual
Mayor’s Senior Citizen Christmas Luncheon and the Children’s “Christmas Movie with the Mayor” probably will not
happen this year. We will postpone a decision on our Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony until closer to that time. On a
positive note, nothing will stop that long-time tradition, “Operation Santa Claus!”
Finally, don’t forget to purchase your vehicles stickers before September 30th, and take advantage of the $50 incentive
when you turn in receipts totaling $100. Take your choice of a $50 water bill credit, 2 passenger vehicle stickers or 1 sticker
and a $25 water bill credit.
STAY SAFE and STAY HEALTHY!

